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AP European History

Today
Homework

The Holy Roman

Empire, pre-1618

What's the problem?
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Causes:

4 phases of the war
1.  Bohemian Phase 1618-1645
2. Danish Phase 1625-1629

4. French (International)

The Defenestration of Prague
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Based on this 
map, what 
area would 
suffer the most 

How?

states?
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Treaty (Peace) of
Westphalia (1648)

What provisions of this agreement
should have been included in the
1555 Peace of Augsburg and could
possibly have prevented this war?

Treaty (Peace) of
Westphalia (1648)

Read the excerpt and discuss
the questions with your group.

Be ready to share.
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1. Who participated in the Thirty Years' War?
Holy Roman Empire & its allies verses France & 
its allies

2. What caused the war?
Discord and civil distrations in the HRE

3. How was the religious base of society . . . .
Intro involes the Trinity and aims to create a 
Christian peace

4. What rights were given to the states of the 
    HRE by the treaty?
Ecclesiastical rights, free exercise of power and 
military protection within their territories

5. What provisions were made for the military?
Unauthorized armies were to be disbanded, 
each state could have a military for their own 
protection
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Emperor 
Ferdinand II   

Gustav Adolphus

Goals         Success

Cardinal Richelieu

Restore unity of the HRE
Eliminate Protestantism

Failed

Crush Catholics, unite
Lutherans and Calvinists
Maybe become HRE

HR Emperor was 
weakened, but 
Protestants were 
not united

Threat of Fr. 
encirclement 
was lessened, 
Hapsburgs 
weakened

He wanted to crush 
the Hapsburgs, 
fearing their 
aggression

* The peace conference 
opened in  Münster and 
Osnabrück in December 1644.

* Involved more than 190 states,      
thousands of diplomats

* First months were spent arguing 
over who would sit where

* Took 10 days to send a message 
to Paris and more than 20 to 
send one to Madrid or Stockholm

* A SLOW process
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Terms
* French Cardinal Mazzerin
was the primary architect

* Peace of Augsburg was
reaffirmed with Calvinism
added to the mix

* Christians of a faith other
than their prince could worship
freely in private

Coins commemorating the Peace

Territory
* Dutch Republic and 
Switzerland independence

* German states granted the 
right to make treaties and 
alliances

* Left Hapsburg Spain 
isolated to continue war with 
France until 1659, when it lost 
part of the Spanish  
Netherlands and some of 
northern Spain
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Major Significance
* Curtailed the role of the Church in state matters

* Established the sovereignty of states important in 
international affairs today

* Ended intervention in matters of religion - the last of 
the religious wars in Europe 
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Homework: Ch. 15-2 French 
section only (stop after 22),

Finish for Wednesday
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Entrance task: Think: What gives a person power 
over you?

What type of power would absolute rulers have 
over their people?

Today:  Absolutism in France

Homework: Review Ch. 15-2, Finish for Wed.

monarchs ruled by divine right

sovereignty = the ruler

regulated religious sects

abolished some liberties

allied with nobility 



Ch. 15 Smartboard lessons.notebook

solution to economic problems was 
the key to the monarch’s power and 
success

bureaucrats served the king, not 
themselves 

permanent standing army

secret police

first to establish the  family
began to curtail  privileges of the French nobility (the 

Protestant but converted to Catholicism in 1593 because, 
“Paris is worth the Mass.”
issued the 
the – finance minister – revived royal authority
collected taxes to pay for a standing army, consolidated 
justice, repaired roads, encouraged new business ventures, 
kept the peace
 Assassinated in 1610 & succeeded by his 9-year-old son 
(Louis XIII)

Henry IV

Duke of 
Sully
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King at age 9
French nobles and the 

Huguenots tried to press for 
their own interests at the 
expense of royal authority

Marie de Medici, the queen 
mother, engaged the assistance of 
Cardinal Richelieu

chief minister in 1628

Richelieu reduced power and influence of nobility

destroyed fortified castles

established 32 districts run by to enforce             
royal orders and weaken the nobility in the district

deprived Huguenots of fortified cities 
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– led France into the Thirty Years’ War in 
support of Protestant cause in order to defeat 
its Catholic Habsburg rivals who ruled Austria 
and Spain

– only one law – the king’s

By 1648, France was the most powerful country
on the continent

 succeeded Richelieu and 
continued the same policies

the  – 1648-1653 protests – began in 
provinces as civil wars against taxation and 
growing royal power, frightening young Louis 
XIV (Louis XIII died in 1643)

Mazarin

Richelieu

Louis XIII
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Louis XIV 
Became king at age 4 after the death of his 
father, Louis XIII in 1643

Louis’ mother, Anne of Austria 
served as the regent, but Cardinal 
Mazarin was the real ruler of 
France until his death in 1661
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“ “I am the state”—Louis used this 
expression to describe his role

Extravagant lifestyle—Louis XIV spent royal money 
on lavish meals, clothing and palaces 

Every morning, his nobles would be waiting to dress 
him when he awoke.  If a noble was not there, Louis 
XIV considered him unimportant



Ch. 15 Smartboard lessons.notebook

represented the height of absolutism

claimed to rule by divine right – the Sun King

countless wars left France deeply in debt and eventually 
to the collapse of the French monarchy in the 18th 
century

established councils of upper middle class

never called the Estates General

Louis XIV in 1685

J.B. Colbert
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The Palace of Dreams

Homework: Review Ch. 15-2, Finish for Wed.
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AP European History
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Frederick William - r. 1640-1688
The Great Elector

Frederick I - r. 1688-1713 - King of 
Prussia
The Ostentatious

Frederick William I- r. 1713-1740 - 
The Soldiers' King

Frederick II - r. 1740-1786
The Great (an Enlightened monarch)

6:09 video
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Essay on Forms of Government
1. What characteristics should an effective ruler possess?
2. According to Frederick the Great, from where does the

3. What does Frederick the Great see as the responsibilities of

4. Based on this information about Frederick the Great, write a

Video clip - 6:09

Characteristics of  an
effective ruler

* know the people, resources, and commerce
* honesty, wisdom

* good with the people's money
* hardworking

the First servant of the state
* the head to the body (people)

The source of power?

Responsibilities of a ruler?
* the judge, general, financier, leader
* must act in the best interest of his

people
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Someone who rules as a man looking
out for his country and people, not
looking out for just his own benefits.

A ruler whose first priority is taking
care of the people.

The essence of a perfect person who rules with his
subjects using good manner all for the sake of their
country.

A ruler that puts his country and people first and
does not believe he rules by divine right and rules
responsibly.

A ruler who puts their country
before their beliefs and their
needs.

What is an Enlightened Monarch?
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Entrance task: Defend or refute the 
following statement:

Absolutism in France was much different 
than that in Prussia.

Today: Document analysis 

Homework - Review Ch. 15 1-2-3 
Ch. 15-4 due Tuesday

Absolutism in Prussia
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Absolutism 

* Imposed and collected taxes without 
   consent
* Maintained an effective bureaucracy
* Maintained permanent standing armies
* Conducted international relations
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Entrance task

share?

: Peter the Great and
absolutism in Russia

Homework – Review



Ch. 15 Smartboard lessons.notebook

What did Peter do for Russia?

How did he rule?

Major accomplishments?

Methods of modernization

Failures?
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Russia under Peter the Great
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Baroque architecture & absolutism
Royal palaces

Intended as a visible statement of the wealth and power of
the Church

Intended to awe the people

Baroque – dramatic, emotional style

Decoration became more important and elaborate, and spaces
became more complex, their impact highlighted by the
dramatic use of light and shade
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Versailles – Hall of Mirrors
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most influential cities

in 18 century Europe

The Winter Palace at St.
Petersburg
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Entrance task

Today: Constitutionalism in England

Homework - Reading on English Bill of Rights
Finish Ch. 15-5 for Monday

   Quiz tomorrow on sections 4-5

a form of government in which power is limited by 
law and balanced between the authority and power of 
the government and the rights and liberties of 
subjects or citizens
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“There are no privileges . . . 
which can stand against a 
divinely appointed King” 

1629-1640 Parliament was
not called, illegal taxes,
married a Catholic,
angered Scots over 
religious rulings, called P.
when he needed $$ to put
down rebellion in Scotland

Tr
ie
nn
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Long Parliament 1640-1660
- made gov. without P. impossible
by limiting power of monarch

New Model Army

"Rump Parliament" - remaining
members (opposed the king)
tried and convicted Chas I for 
treason. Executed

Cavaliers v 
Roundheads

Life under Cromwell
* military dictatorship
* Instrument of Government 1663
* banned Catholicism in Ireland, the 
  beginning of a long hatred between 
  Ireland and England
* strict Puritanical rule 
* mercantilism - Navigation Acts
* welcomed Jewish immigrants
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Test Act 1673
Only C. of E. 
members could 
vote or hold 
office, preach, 
teach

Violated Test Act, 
supported 

Catholicism, 
religious freedom 

to win support

Not entirely bloodless,
Ended the concept of
divine right in England

By Thomas Hobbes 
* Written during the English
   Civil War and published
   in 1651
* Viewed with the same    
   historical significance as
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Non est potestas Super Terram quae
Comparetur ei. Iob. 41 . 24

Castle

Crown

Cannon

Weapons

Battlefield

Power of the ChurchEarthly power

Church

Mitre (bishop's hat)

Excommunication

Logic

Religious courts
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The Sovereign holds symbols of
both the state and church
and his body is comprised
of the people, representing
the state.
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Main points of 
* Life without government would be chaos
* People should enter into a  with
  a  leader who will provide order
* The contract is permanent  - once a leader

       is given absolute power, that contract 
       cannot be broken.

* He supports an ABSOLUTE MONARCHY 

John Locke -
* Second Treatise of Civil Government (1690)
* Believed that government was a contract between

the ruled and the ruler
* Power to govern came from the consent of the

people
* Ruler must protect the (life, liberty,

property) of the people
* If and when the gov. fails to do this, it should be

overthrown.
* He supports a DEMOCRATIC GOVERNENT
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Homework - Reading - 

Today: The Dutch Republic
& Baroque art & architecture
Homework: Review Ch. 15 for 

a test on Thursday
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What was life 
like in the Dutch 
Republic? Why?

17th c. Dutch Republic
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Why were the 
Dutch

so prosperous?

17th c. Dutch Republic

* Calvinism
* Commercially successful 

with more than half ships in 
Europe & highest standard 

of living in Europe 
*  Practiced religious 

toleration
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Baroque architecture & absolutism
Baroque – dramatic, emotional style
Royal palaces 

Catholic influence (Counter-Reformation) 

Intended as a visible statement of  the wealth and power of  the  

Church and intended to awe the people

Decoration became more important and elaborate, and spaces 
became more complex, their impact highlighted by the 
dramatic use of  light and shade

Palace of Versailles

France
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Russia
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Prussia
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Peter Paul 
Rubens

Daniel in the 
Lions' Den
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1628

The Annunciation 
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Homework: Review Ch. 15 
Test on ______________

Video on baroque

7 min.

Talking Heads Day
Entrance task - Think of two 
historical people you'd like to see 
have a conversation.
Today - Talking heads activity
Homework - Review; test _____
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Locke & Hobbes
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Locke & Hobbes

Locke & Hobbes
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Locke & Hobbes

Homework

Review
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